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Join us in being on
mission with God!

OUR VISION

To continually mature
and grow as a united
hody of Jesus-
imitators who live
out God’s greatest
commandment to
“Love” by exalting
God and serving one
another, and His
greatest commission
to “Go” by reaching
into and shaping our
local, regional, and
global communities.
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Reaching Out

Reaching Up

“Hope-FULL”

Zechariah Chapter 8

Getting Started

After an introductory time, discuss the following questions in your group or class.

Mark some of the things you hoped for as you were growing up that were part of your American dream.
O Owning a car of your own.

Owning a new car.

Traveling overseas.

Going on a cruise.

Living in a home with an attached garage.

Graduating from college.

Getting post-graduate training.

Owning a home of your own.

Getting your kids married to good mates and on their own financially.

Traveling over much of the United States.

Getting a job with paid vacation.

Continuing the legacy of farming.

Retiring successful in your 50s.
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Building a stable marriage over 20-50+ years.

a

Having a paid-for home and a fully-funded retirement.

Most of the “American Dream” relates to the materialistic part of life. It is reinforced by values
like freedom, independence, security, success, and comfort. And yet in some ways it is more of a
global hunger that touches all people. We yearn for circumstances that are safe, free from con-
flict and acute struggle, and conducive to fulfillment and satisfaction. Unfortunately, life can
batter dreams. Imagine being a person whose dream now includes the following:

Kick my cocaine or alcohol addiction.

Get a job for the first time in 3 years, maybe at minimum wage.

Locate my absentee father or mother.

Get permission from the court to be reunited with my children.

Make parole so | can join society again.

Avoid being evicted from my fourth apartment in a row.

See a radical change in my drunk or abusive mate.

Avoid having another deployment take my mate way for 12 or 18 months in a row.
Lose 250 pounds.
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Learn a skill so that | don’t have to be stuck in entry-level manual work forever.
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Zechariah 8:1-23

' Again the word of the
LORD Almighty came to me.
? This is what the LORD Al-
mi ghty says:
ous for Zion; I am burning
with | eal dThisy
is what the [
will return to Zion and dwell
in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem
will be called the City of
Truth, and the mountain of
the LORD Almighty will be

called the H{
This is what the LORD Al-
mi ghty says:

men and women of ripe old
age will sit in the streets of
Jerusalem, each with cane in
hand because of his age. °
The city streets will be filled
with boys and girls playing

t h e tThis i¥'what the
LORD Al mi ght
may seem marvelous to the
remnant of this people at that
time, but will it seem marvel-
ous to me?”
LORD Almighty. ’ This is
what the LORD Almighty
says: “ wi ||
from the countries of the east
and the west. *I will bring
them back to live in Jerusa-
lem; they will be my people,
and I will be faithful and
righteous to them as their

G o d’THis is what the
LORD Al mi ght y
who now hear these words
spoken by the prophets who
were there when the founda-
tion was laid for the house of
the LORD Almighty, let your
hands be strong so that the
temple may be built. ' Be-
fore that time there were no
wages for man or beast. No
one could go about his busi-
ness safely because of his
enemy, for I had turned every
man against his neighbor. '
But now I will not deal with
the remnant of this people as

I did in the
LORD Almighty. ** T h e
seed will grow well, the vine
will yield its fruit, the ground
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Q: What are some of the factors that happen within our control that can cost us many
of our dreams?

‘l am very jeal -

£Q; Whgt arg some of the circumstances outside of our control that can jeopardize
O R D many pisour personal dreams?

A world at risk

y |IMe@inuthigwarid 18 oftén a gamble. Circumstances can ambush your loftiest dreams or they
can make them come true. We never know exactly what tomorrow will bring. The uncer-
" O n ity oBlifg eah breed worry and anxiety into the hearts of anyone. You can be successful
and extremely wealthy, or eking out a living in the midst of extremely adverse circum-
stances.

The Jews in Zechariah’s day had tasted much of the raw side of life. They knew all about
hardship, deprivation, and powerlessness.

God speaks to them—and us—in uncertain times. He wants us to begin to grasp the abso-
lute future we have with Him in Christ. God wants to remind us that we have a future with

S @ Win¥ that nothirlg can jeopardize. It's an eternity that meets the cries of our hearts and
draws us toward a dynamic, healthy, gracious, and joyful relationship with himself.

1. Scan chapter 8 of Zechariah. Mark down the verses where God says, “This is

e ¢ | avhae the Dot ellmighty says” occurs. Now add the verses where “the word of the
Lord Almighty” appears.

save my people

2. What is God trying to get the people to understand in the phrases in question one
in the chapter? How does this help people who are used to seeing the world as an
unsafe, dangerous place?

says: “You
3. What will be the new nicknames for the city
of Jerusalem and the mountain on which it is

located.

4. What would it feel like for you for your city
and the place where it is located to be known by these names? What does this im-
ply about Iife in this city under

pastT dectares tie

5. What two pictures of city life does God paint in verses 4-5? What does this say
about life in the city and the values of God toward different people?

God*




A vision worth living for!

will produce its crops, and
the heavens will drop their
dew. I will give all these
things as an inheritance to the
remnant of this people. > As
you have been an object of
cursing among the nations, O
Judah and Israel, so will I
save you, and you will be a
blessing. Do not be afraid,
but | et your
" This is what the LORD
Al mi ghty
determined to bring disaster
upon you and showed no pity
when your fathers angered
me,” says t hyd
mighty, SO now
determined to do good again
to Jerusalem and Judah. Do
not be afraid. '® These are the
things you are to do: Speak
the truth to each other, and
render true and sound judg-
ment in your courts; '’ do not
plot evil against your
neighbor, and do not love to
swear f al
declares the LORD. '® Again
the word of the LORD Al-
mighty came to me. '° This is
what the LORD Almighty
says: “The
fifth, seventh and tenth
months will become joyful
and glad occasions and happy
festivals for Judah. Therefore

15«
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l ove trut HTha
is what the LORD Almighty
says: ‘Many |

inhabitants of many cities
will yet come, 2" and the in-
habitants of one city will go
to another at
at once to entreat the LORD
and seek the LORD Al-
mi ghty. |

22 And many peoples and
powerful nations will come

to Jerusalem to seek the
LORD Almighty and to en-

t r e a t* Thisisrwhat the
LORD Al mi ghty
those days ten men from all
languages and nations will
take firm hold of one Jew by
the hem of his robe and say,

. Let us go wi
we have heard that God is
with you.""
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6. What is the point of the question in verse 6? What is God reminding us of with the
use of this question?

7. In verses 7-8 God makes three promises about the future to his people. List them.
a n dWhich af thgsg qupﬁsss_al-so apply to New Testament Christians living today?

“Jlubt as } h—a—ct
2.
3.

LORD Al -

Aadetiverer comes

8 Verses9-11 mention some of the probl ems
was having because of God"s judgm
difficult then?

9. What parallel do you see with Romans 1:28-31?

| hate all this,"”

¢ 180. Doo pyou tb%ligve %hac;[ S}(gd tis the author of some or all of the social decay that we
experience in America today? How might you tell? What difference does it make?

peace.”

oldiVe&T §8F theand 13 mention the same
intention for his people? If he were to give our church an invitation like this to-
day, what do you think God would focus on?

et 1 S
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| f am going. "

12. When God blesses his people, verses 14-17 remind them that he has certain ex-
pectations of them. What kind of action is he looking for them to take in light of

his promised blessing? What does God detest?
says: “In

h you, because
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13. What will change in the annual religious life of the people in Jerusalem according
to verses 18-197 (See the reference to Zechariah 7:3-4 as well.)

14 How will the attitude of the peopl

on the Jews? What do you think this will look like in real life?

155Do you think God reserves a paral/l

when we follow him? Are these kinds of blessings reserved for the last days only,
or do they also apply to followers of Christ at different places at different times.

1. Regardl ess of when this takes pl ac

ward his saints. What do you learn in this chapter about the character of God and
his attitude toward those who are part of his family through faith in Christ?

Quotations are from THE HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights
reserved.




